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Abstract:- The Trivandrum Social Service Society, a charitable organization was registered on 7th June 1960 under Travancore-

Cochin Literary, Scientific and Charitable Societies Act, XII of 1955. Ever since this Welfare Organisation is under the control of 

the Trivandrum Diocese. All the endeavors of this Society are directed towards the social- economic upliftment of the poor and 

oppressed sections of the society, irrespective of caste, creed and community. The Society rendered its services in various 

directions. When natural calamities occurred, serious efforts were made to protect the people. 
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INTRODUCTION 

                        

The Trivandrum Social Service Society, a charitable 

organization was registered on 7th June 1960 under 

Travancore-Cochin Literary, Scientific and Charitable 

Societies Act, XII of 1955. Ever since this Welfare 

Organisation is under the control of the Trivandrum Diocese. 

All the endeavors of this Society are directed towards the 

social- economic upliftment of the poor and oppressed 

sections of the society, irrespective of caste, creed and 

community. The Society rendered its services in various 

directions. When natural calamities occurred, serious efforts 

were made to protect the people. 

 

Vincent V.Dereere was the Bishop of the Diocese of 

Trivandrum during 1937 to 1966, under him Peter Bernard 

Pereira was appointed as the Auxiliary Bishop in 1955. When 

the Trivandrum Social Service Society was formed on 7th 

June 1960, the part played by the Auxiliary Bishop was 

immense. At the time of the formation of the Society, there 

was no post as the Diocesan Director, and hence the 

Secretary of   Secretary of the Diocese, Fr.Mark Netto was 

nominated as the Secretary of the Society. The Auxiliary 

Bishop Pereira was the nominated President and he was the 

Trustee of the Society as well. Fr.V.Joseph was the Treasurer 

of the Society at the time of its foundation. The above three 

were the Board of Directors. In addition to those three, 

another three lay persons were nominated to form the 

General Body of the T.S.S.S. as they were also enthusiastic 

in social welfare activities.  

 

In the General Body meeting of 28th August 1961, the 

President explained the difficulties of getting aid from 

foreign agencies. The Society also had to pay the salary of 

the servants working in the Society office. To find a remedy 

to this the office staffs were reduced. The Society rendered 

its services in various directions. When natural calamities 

occurred, serious efforts were made to protect the people. 

Substantial financial aid was offered to the Diocese by the 

Catholic Bishops of Germany through their ‘Campaign 

Against Hunger and Disease in the World.’  

 

In the event of failure of submitting the accounts and the 

annual fee to the District Registrar’s Office, the Registrar of 

Societies declared the Trivandrum Social Service Society as 

defunct in 1974 by giving notification in the Gazetteer. The 

Board of Directors themselves had no much interest to 

involve  actively to improve the socio- economic status of the 

people. There was not the question of any  revival of the 

Society. The only course of action was to apply for 

registration of a fresh Society. If required the memorandum 

of associations and the rules and regulations of the society 

filed in 1960, night be retained.  

 

For getting the fresh registration the relevant documents had 

to be signed at least by three persons. The persons who 

signed the documents in 1960 were the Bishop, the Secretary 

and Treasurer of the Society respectively. After making 

necessary modifications and recasting of few rules to become 

up-to-date with the help of a lawyer, the T.S.S.S. was re-

registered on 29th May 1980 with the Registration 

No.592/80. 

 

The periodical meetings of the Governing and General 

Bodies were held as stipulated in the rules and regulations of 

the Society. In order to assist the administrative works of the 

Director for Social Work, a Vice-President was appointed. 

Meanwhile for the Marianad Community Development 

Project Rs.52’450/- was sanctioned by the I.G.S.S.S. in 1975. 

The Society agreed to repay the whole amount within 5 years 

in equal installments of Rs.10,490/- per year   according to 

the loan contract. This resolution was passed in the meeting 

of the Board of Directors held on 18.03.1975. 

 

In the Board of Directors meeting held of 2.8.1978, it was 

decided that the Vice-President and Secretary of the 

Trivandrum Social Service Society should sign the projects. 

Again the registration off the Society stood cancelled. The  
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projects Selection Committee in its meeting held on 5th June 

1985 decided for the  re-registration off the society. The 

Bishop also agreed to this proposal, the Registrar of Societies 

for re-registration in June 19, 1985 with the registration 

fee,Rs.25/-. The re-registration was made by the Registration 

Department, Kerala on 26-06-1985, with the register 

No.352/85. 

 

The Trivandrum Social Service Society was formed with the 

primary  objective of reducing the economic ill-health of the 

downtrodden sections of the  Society. A separate  building  

was  erected to concentrate on the activities of the Society in 

the  Bishop’s House Compound,  Vellayambalam in 

Trivandrum. Certain rules were  drawn up with its objectives 

for the smooth functioning of the Society.  The structure of 

the society in Kerala is a complex one. Various communities 

and religious groups existed, whose social  and  political life, 

no wonder  was influenced by a variety of factors. The 

religious groups were Hindus, Christians, Muslims, Jews, etc.  

 

At the top of the society were the Brahmins or Namboothiris, 

who  were not numerous. In that cadre, there were  also 

Pattar, Adigal, Kongini, etc. They were the traditional land 

owners, who were also involved in administrative and 

professional careers. Next to them were the Nairs, who 

formed the larger proportion of landlords. They all totally 

represented about 15% of the total population of Kerala. Both 

groups constituted themselves into caste Hindus. Also, there 

were Nambiar, Kurup, Vellima and Naduvazhi communities.  

 

The Ezhavas were the largest group among the Hindus, who 

formed 26% of the total population. Some of them acquired 

imported professional and intellectual status. The majority is 

still made up of small cultivators, agricultural labourers and 

today-tappers. The Scheduled Caste form 8% of the total 

population. They generally held no land and were collies. 

The scheduled tribes formed little more than 1% of the 

population. The Muslims who were traditional merchants and 

also agricultural workers const19% of the total population. 
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